Passage 01: ( sample zas)

Mental Retardation

Mental retardation is characterized by below-average intelligence and
a lack of skills necessary for day-to-day living. People with
intellectual disabilities can and do learn new skills, but they learn
them more slowly.People who are mentally retarded have a lower
intellectual developement than normal and difficulties in learning and
social adaptation . About 3 percent of the total population are mentally
retarded in USA.

Causes : Intelligence is determined by both heredity and
environment. In most cases of mental retardation, the cause is
unknown. But several conditions during a woman 1st pregnancy can
cause or contribute to mental retardation in her child.

Common ones include the use of certain drugs, excessive consumption
of alcohol, radiation therapy, poor nutrition, and certain viral
infections, such as German measles (rubella). Chromosomal
abnorinalities, such as Down syndronie are a common cuase of mental
retardation.

A number of heredity disorders also can cause mental retardation,
some , such as phenylketonuria and cretinism ( low thyroid levels),
can be corrected before mental retardation occurs. Difficulties
associated with premature birth , head injury during birth , or very low
oxygen levels during birth also may cause mental retardation.
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Note: underlined words are key words.

Passaqge 02:

learning disabilities

Learning disabilities, or learning disorders, are an umbrella term for a
wide variety of learning problems. A learning disability is not a
problem with intelligence or motivation. Kids with learning
disabilities aren’t lazy or dumb. In fact, most are just as smart as
everyone else. Their brains are simply wired differently. This
difference affects how they receive and process information.

Simply put, children and adults with learning disabilities see, hear,
and understand things differently. This can lead to trouble with
learning new information and skills, and putting them to use. The
most common types of learning disabilities involve problems with
reading, writing, math, reasoning, listening, and speaking.

While every kid has trouble with homewaork from time to time, if a
certain area of learning is consistently problematic, it might indicate a
learning disorder.



Children with learning disabilities can, and do, succeed

It can be tough to face the possibility that your child has a learning
disorder. No parents want to see their children suffer. You may
wonder what it could mean for your child’s future, or worry about
how your kid will make it through school. Perhaps you’re concerned
that by calling attention to your child’s learning problems they might
be labeled “slow” or assigned to a less challenging class.

But the important thing to remember is that most kids with learning
disabilities are just as smart as everyone else. They just need to be
taught in ways that are tailored to their unique learning styles. By
learning more about learning disabilities in general, and your child’s
learning difficulties in particular, you can help pave the way for
success at school and beyond.

Activity : Underline key words in the second passage above , and
then translate the first part of it, highlighted in yellow.
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