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“What if identity is conceived not as a boundary to be maintained but as a nexus of re!d{‘mné dnd trahsuttiops actively engaging a

Kalif's The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf 11

v Tdentities are constructed in the context of human interaction
'

v Cultural contacts and the dichotomy of resistance to or assimilation to the other.

v' The fear of losing one’s identity

V' Despite the overall negative impact of cultural contact on native identity. this identity can alternatively be reinvigorated
ar restored in the process. Neither mere assimilation nor mere traditionalism are the cure for native identity in the
afterniath of colonial contact but rather a new vision that acknowledges change and seeks to move beyond it to achisve
interation info one’s culture, While postcolonial texts write back to imperialist ones. they also mirror and entich each
other.

v What Is crucial to note about Kahf's novel is its idiosyneratic ability to amalgamate the tension between the culture and

the Muslim faith of the Arab homeland with the Aulture and the predominantly Judeo-Christian faith of the American
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hostland, Her novel thus embodies the intricacies embedded w ithin crossiculfural 811CL?1 ,11:(815;1 ;’he American diaspora.

United States during the 1970s and grows up in a devout, tightly-knit Muslim family in Indianapolis.

v The state of in-betweenness for Khadra and Ebtelaj begins with a sense of resistance to the American culture and the
Tudeo-Christian influence of the hostland.

v El btehaj's intense resistance to the American | Lostland is effectively reverberated through her exclamative declaration
that she and her family *are not Americans™ (67)

v Iu Cer emony. the figure of the mixed-blood Indian has often been used as a metaphor for the historical processes which

were changing and in many ways destroving Indian communities. and is central to a great deal of Indian literature, but
the question hias been how to see this figure. A negative view has been to see the mixed-blood figure s representiag a
wagic loss of Indinnness. indicative of the demoralized and directionless condition of Indians deprived of the

ability to continue in traditional ways. But a more positive way of looking a t these figures is to see them as representing

ways of mediating and negotiating, rather than being defeated by. contradictions. Refer to Tavo and Betonle.
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All languages change all the time (except dead ones). Language change is just a fact of life; it cannot be
prevented or avoided and historical linguistics tends to study the changes that occured through history and
contibutes with reliable information  to understanding other disciplines Moreover, Historical T.inguistics
provides us with the necessary information about the circumstances that pushed people to borrowing , what
to borrow from other languages and how to identify historically what has been borrowed.

Sample :

Indeed all languages change except dead ones. Historically speaking languages no one could
avoid or prevent change due to contacts whether peacetully or violently. Along this sense historical
A e e
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also contributes with its findings with sound evidence that could be used by other disciplines, for
instance ; social sciences, humanities, language typology and enrich linguistic theory.

1

Additionally, historical linguistics attempts to  find explanation for the circumstances of
borrowing ; (prestige, negative connotations or need). We have to consider that language borrowing
might occur at all language levels phonological, morphological . semantic. .. Identifying what had
been borrowed is not that easy, however, it is always safer to consider certain hints that help us-
determine recepient and donor languages through detrmining phonological diffusion and adaptation,
morphological complexity, semantic clues, calques or analogy as internal borrowing.

QUIZ 1

Question one : Language borrowing has always been considered as healthy and positive, but what is
regarded as negative is always related to the people’s choice of borrowing? (not more than 12 lines)

Sample :

Language borrowing has always been considered healthy and positive. It reflects contact and
interaction between languages and stregthens the idea of language liveliness. Yet, occasionally it is
seen by some people as being negative in the sense that it causes foreign languages intrusion that
ensues decay, deterioration, degeneration . corruption,and language impurity. All in all language
borrowing is an avoided process because contact is unvoidable. People borrow from languages but
not to the extent of forgetting about their language as a sign of identity.




