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Globalization and technology are supposed to have blessed us with a "borderless world."”

Preamble

However, recurring crises involving migrants stranded and drowning in international waterways and
elsewhere illustrate that borders are real and that the material existence of people living within and
between borders is laden with difficulties.

Mobility is currently one of the most influential contributors to the formation of our transnational
and transcultural contemporaneity. Economic migration and refugee displacement, among other types
of mobility, have destabilized cultural barriers and borders, putting to the test the old methods of
constructing or defining nations and national imaginaries. Mobility and associated border crossings have
produced transnational spaces that question the notion of the nation-state and its borders, demonstrating
that national and cultural identities are unstable, metamorphic, and in a state of ongoing production and
transformation. Despite the fact that such transnational spaces are frequently sites where exclusionary
practices involving race, ethnicity, religion, and gender — among other variables — are contested, where
culture is productively transformed, and where new hybrid identities emerge, this development is
increasingly challenged by diverse borders and exclusionary processes.

Mobility is connected to borders as both geopolitical and cultural constructs that not only separate
people and cultures, but also generate new forms of belonging and becoming for individuals active in
bordering processes as well as for those inhabiting or crossing various borderscapes (see Brambilla 2015:
20). According to Schimanski and Wolfe, borders are b/ordering places that entail “processes of
exclusion and inclusion™ (2017: 149). Such conduct is not restricted to actual bounds. Basham and
Vaughan-Williams (2013: 509) suggest that bordering practices frequently involve race and target
Otherness and migrant bodies, and are carried out in a variety of locations, from international airports
with their visible border security practices and other public spaces to modes of everyday bordering such
as monitoring international students' course attendance and requiring the reporting of suspicious people
and events in local neighborhoods.

As a response to these trends, the conference invites teachers and researchers to present different
perspectives on the issues of migration, mobility, bordering practices, and their significance for
rethinking cultural identity and grasping the (dis)connections between East and West, and North and
South, with the aim of comprehending the various ways in which experiences of movement and
displacement as well as cultural encounters reshape conceptions of "home" and the nation. Among the
topics that may be discussed at the conference are, but are not limited to:

- Mobility and borders
- Representation of cultural mobility, migration, and diaspora in contemporary literature

- Border literature



- Border identities
- Border crossing and Trauma
- Diasporic narratives
- Narrative of mobility and migration
- Concepts of Identity and home in transnational contexts
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